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Large scale rescue operations of
domestic animals
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A seven point plan to save
lives and improve welfare in large
scale rescues
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Every person who will be in direct contact with dogs and cats of unknown
vaccination status, such as strays or such rescued dogs and cats destined for
meat markets, MUST be vaccinated against rabies for their own safety.
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Anyone bitten by a dog or cat MUST wash the wound thoroughly with soap
and water, and preferably with a disinfectant such as iodine, chlorhexidine,
or rubbing alcohol and must also seek medical attention to receive
appropriate post-exposure rabies vaccinations/treatment.
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1. ISOLATE

Isolate any new dogs or cats away from resident animals even if they look
healthy. Remember these new animals WILL pose a serious and potentially
fatal disease risk to resident animals even when they appear healthy, as
they can be incubating and spreading disease.
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2. VACCINATE

Vaccinate ALL new dogs and/or cats IMMEDIATELY. ALL dogs MUST receive
RABIES AND DHPPi (Distemper, Canine Parvovirus, Canine Hepatitis, Canine
Parainfluenza) VACCINES. All dogs MUST receive a BOOSTER vaccine of
DHPPi 3-4 weeks after their initial vaccine. ALL cats MUST receive RABIES
and a combination vaccine against Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis, Feline
Calicivirus and Feline Panleucopenia. Vaccinations MUST be administered
as soon as possible — ideally within the first 24 hours of rescue to prevent
the spread of disease. Vaccines save lives and save money on vet bills and
treatment.
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3. SEPARATE

Separate males and females. The urge to breed is strong and mating WILL
spread disease, encourage fighting and lead to pregnancies. These newly
rescued dogs are often malnourished and sick and it is unfair to expect the
female dogs to carry the additional burden of pregnancy. Allowing these
animals to breed will also lead to more puppies and kittens requiring
medical attention, food, shelter, space and homes.

IR ES, BRI TSy B AR FT LR
RAEAN,
Remember to ISOLATE, VACCINATE and SEPARATE!
This will save lives!
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4. QUARANTINE & BIOSECURITY

Set up a quarantine area away from the public and away from resident
animals where newly rescued animals should remain for a period of 3
months. If recovering from respiratory disease, animals must be free of all
clinical signs of illness for 6 weeks before being released from quarantine.
Appropriate disinfection is key to prevent the spread of disease. Designate
supplies to be utilised only in the quarantine area — this includes food and
water bowls, cages, bedding and cleaning supplies. Limit the number of
people entering the quarantine area to designated staff. Anyone entering
guarantine MUST wear protective clothing, including shoe covers or
designated boots that are ONLY to be worn in quarantine area and NOT
worn elsewhere. Staff MUST WASH HANDS when ENTERING and LEAVING
QUARANTINE to prevent the spread of disease. Proper quarantine and
biosecurity measures will avoid and minimise the spread of disease
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between newly rescued and sick animals, healthy resident animals, people,
and staff pets.
Animals Asia can provide a comprehensive quarantine protocol.
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5. IDENTIFY THE SICK & INJURED

AT LEAST ONCE A DAY, each dog should be visually inspected for signs of
infectious disease or injuries. These include vomiting, diarrhoea, ocular or

nasal discharge, coughing, skin problems, and any other illness or injury.
ANY and ALL sick animals MUST be removed from the group IMMEDIATELY.
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6. SEEK VETERINAY ADVICE

ALL sick and injured animals require veterinary attention IMMEDIATELY.
Remember animals feel pain too. The sooner these sick and injured animals
receive appropriate veterinary treatment, the less pain and suffering they
will endure. Please work with responsible veterinary clinics and
veterinarians to prevent animal suffering.
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As soon as these dogs / cats have fully recovered, completed an appropriate
quarantine period, been fully vaccinated, desexed, and are considered
healthy, they may be rehomed.
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